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Brighten the Holidays with the Mental Health Center of Denver’s Gifts of Joy Drive

Call for community to donate $10 gift cards & toys to benefit children & families in need

Denver -- November 13, 2012 -- The Mental Health Center of Denver is looking for cash and gift donations for its annual Gifts of Joy holiday gift drive, and hopes to help more children and families than ever before.  Denver’s largest mental health provider is calling on the community to make holiday donations in the form of children’s gifts/toys and $10 gift cards for the needy children, adolescents and adults it serves. 

Founded in 1989, the Mental Health Center of Denver has over a 20-year proven track record of helping thousands of people. And the need for services continues to grow.  Over the past year, there was a 23.5% growth in the number of adults and children who are enrolled in treatment with the Mental Health Center of Denver. The Mental Health Center of Denver has expanded its programs and services for children and families based on a growing need and the belief in early intervention.  More than 75 percent of people who receive treatment from the Mental Health Center of Denver go on to lead healthier, more productive lives.  

200 new, unwrapped gifts are needed for children up to 12 years old.  

More than 2,000 children and 1,000 adults in need receive holiday gifts through the Mental Health Center of Denver’s Gifts of Joy holiday gift drive.  The Mental Health Center of Denver provides mental health services to children ranging in age from infancy to 18.  Almost all need financial help and without gift donations many would not receive anything this holiday season. 
Increased need for $10 gift cards for adults this year. The gift drive is in need of ten-dollar ($10) gift cards to stores like Target, Walgreens, King Soopers, or Safeway for over 1,000 adults and at-risk youth living on the streets. 
The Mental Health Center asks the kids themselves for gift ideas and these donations are given directly to the children. The Mental Health Center of Denver needs new, unwrapped gifts like toy cars, action figures, Spiderman, Batman, Dora the Explorer and Diego, stuffed animals, baby dolls, nail polish, make-up kits, Barbie dolls, basketballs, volleyballs, footballs, puzzles, games, winter clothes, books and journals. 
Lift the spirits of others by donating to Gifts of Joy now through December 13th. Individuals can help by picking up an extra gift or gift card while out shopping this holiday season and donating it to Gifts of Joy. Cash donations are always welcome and can be made online at www.mhcd.org
Businesses, families and groups like book clubs, outdoor clubs, coworkers, or church groups can work together to gather gifts and gift cards and drop them off to The Mental Health Center of Denver at 4141 E. Dickenson Place in Denver (approximately 2500 South Colorado Blvd. - just north of University Hills Plaza) by December 13th at 5:00pm. 

Anyone who wishes to shop for a specific wish list item requested by a child, can contact Joanne Aiello at Joanne.aiello@mhcd.org 303-504-6732.  She will provide a gift tag with a specific wish on it.  



The Mental Health Center of Denver (MHCD) is a private, not-for-profit, 501 (c) (3), community mental health center for the City and County of Denver and the national model for providing comprehensive, mental healthcare. The Mental Health Center of Denver believes that people can and do recover from mental illness and that treatment works and improves the lives of people of all ages. The Mental Health Center of Denver serves over 16,500 children, families and adults annually.

For more information on how to make a donation to Gifts of Joy, visit www.mhcd.org or contact Joanne Aiello at Joanne.aiello@mhcd.org 303-504-6732.
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