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Announcement

March 18, 2011

National Contact: Rick Garcia, rickg@thenationalcouncil.org, 202-684-3753

Local Contact: Jay Flynn, jay.flynn@mhcd.org, 303-504-6500

Mental Health Center of Denver Honored with National Award for Excellence

in Service Innovation
Denver, CO - The Mental Health Center of Denver has been recognized by the National Council for Community Behavioral Healthcare as the winner of the 2011 Awards of Excellence in Service Innovation.  The Mental Health Center of Denver is being acknowledged for their Integrating Care through Court to Community (IC3) Program.

“The Mental Health Center of Denver has made significant contributions to the lives of many and sets an example of a truly innovative and caring program in this field. It is an honor to recognize and support their achievements,” said Valarie A. Canady, editor of Mental Health Weekly.

The Mental Health Center of Denver (MHCD) has provided extensive and accessible mental healthcare and substance abuse treatment, housing, education and employment services to the citizens of the City and County of Denver since 1989. MHCD provides treatment to over fifteen thousand individuals at over thirty-five locations, and also operates in eighteen Denver public schools, resulting in quality mental healthcare for an additional nine hundred students and their families. MHCD has more than ninety-five professional affiliations with national and local organizations, including programs that serve Denver’s homeless population and those involved with the criminal justice system.

IC3 is a specialized program to treat individuals with co-occurring mental illness and substance abuse disorders who are involved in the criminal justice system for violations of municipal ordinances or other minor offenses. The program addresses the consumers’ mental illness and substance use disorders with Assertive Community Treatment (ACT), evidenced-based practices, and wrap-around services, while also providing the consumers with integrated primary health care services. IC3 is a collaboration between MHCD, the Colorado Coalition for the Homeless, the Denver County Courts, Colorado Access, the Denver Health Medical Center, and the University of Colorado Department of Family Medicine. It is funded by the City and County of Denver and the Colorado Health Foundation.

The Mental Health Center of Denver’s mission is to enrich lives and minds by focusing on strengths and recovery. MHCD is Colorado's only community based mental health center with specialized services for deaf and hard of hearing children, adolescents, adults and families. MHCD employs more than five hundred professionals including psychiatrists, psychologists, therapists, nurses, case managers, social workers, vocational counselors, teachers, pharmacists, residential counselors, medical assistants and support staff.

Quote from Linda Rosenberg, MSW, President and CEO of the National Council for Community Behavioral Healthcare.

“This program has been able to provide reach out to a vulnerable and often ignored population,” said Dr. Carl Clark, President and CEO. “MHCD is so proud to be recognized for having such a positive impact on our community.”

Each year the National Council honors individuals and organizations that are the best and brightest in mental health and addictions treatment and services. These are the programs and the people who are ahead of the trends, pioneering new service delivery models, engaging in innovative use of technology, and demonstrating positive outcomes for individuals and families. The Excellence in Service Innovation Award recognizes provider organizations like the Mental Health Center of Denver that are operating innovative and effective programs and services to meet the mental health and addictions treatment needs of the communities they serve, with an emphasis on demonstrating outcomes, putting research into practice, and serving the most vulnerable populations.

The Awards of Excellence will be formally presented to Mental Health Center of Denver and their fellow honorees on May 3, 2011 during the 41st annual conference of the National Council for Community Behavioral Healthcare in San Diego, California.

The National Council for Community Behavioral Healthcare is a not-for-profit, 501(c)(3) association of 1,800 behavioral healthcare organizations that provide treatment and rehabilitation for mental illnesses and addictions disorders to nearly six million adults, children and families in communities across the country. The National Council and its members bear testimony to the fact that medical, social, psychological and rehabilitative services offered in community settings help people with mental illnesses and addiction disorders recover and lead productive lives.

The Mental Health Center of Denver is a private, not-for-profit, 501 (c) (3), community mental health care organization providing comprehensive, recovery-focused services to more than 15,000 residents in the Denver metro area each year. Founded in 1989, MHCD is Colorado's leading provider and key health care partner in the delivery of outcomes-based mental health services.

Mental Health Weekly, published by Jon Wiley & Sons, Inc. provides decision-makers with the latest information on business trends, state funding and policy issues, litigation, federal legislation and policy, and innovative practices. Founded in 1807, Wiley has been a valued source of information and understanding for 200 years, helping people around the world meet their needs and fulfill their aspirations. Our core businesses publish scientific, technical,

medical and scholarly journals, encyclopedias, books, and online products and services; professional/trade books, subscription products, training materials, and online applications and websites; and educational materials for

undergraduate and graduate students and lifelong learners. Wiley's global headquarters are located in Hoboken, New Jersey, with operations in the U.S., Europe, Asia, Canada, and Australia.
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